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Chapter 52: Classes 
‘The owners of mere labour-power, the owners of capital and the landowners, whose respective sources 
of income are wages, profit and ground-rent – in other words wage-labourers, capitalists and 
landowners – form the three great classes of modern society based on the capitalist mode of 
production.’1

This social articulation is most developed in England; however, even here it does not exist in pure 
form: ‘middle and transitional levels always conceal the boundaries (although incomparably less so in 
the countryside than in the towns).’
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But if we say that wage-labourers, capitalists and landowners form the three great social classes, then we 
have to ask as to what it is exactly that makes a class. It would appear at first sight that the 
distinguishing characteristic would be ‘the identity of revenues and revenue sources, [f]or these are 
three great social groups whose components, the individuals forming them, live respectively from 
wages, profit and ground-rent, from the valorisation of their labour-power, capital and landed 
property.’

 Nevertheless, it is a constant feature of the development of 
capitalist production that means of production are taken from the hands of labour and concentrated 
into the possession of capitalists. Alongside this, capitalist production pursues the divorce of landed 
property from capital and labour. 
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But, suggests Marx, ‘[f]rom this point of view [...] doctors and government officials would also form 
two classes, as they belong to two distinct social groups, the revenue of each group’s members flowing 
from its own source. The same would hold true for the infinite fragmentation of interests and positions 
into which the division of social labour splits not only workers but also capitalists and landowners – the 
latter, for instance, into vineyard-owners,
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2 C3, p. 1025. 
3 C3, p. 1026. 
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 fieldowners, forest-owners, mine-owners, fishery-owners, 
etc.’ 

A which point the manuscript breaks off. 


